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Datum 
2026-05-08 

Ärendenummer 
218-2026 

Appendix 1 – Museum Specimen Loan 
Policy for Scientific Purposes      
 
Additional information and department-specific terms and 
conditions      

This document describes additional department-specific terms and conditions that may 
apply. Please consider information and links connected to the respective department 
below.  

The majority of digitized specimens are furthermore available for browsing through the 
collections portal of the Swedish Museum of Natural History at 
https://samlingar.nrm.se/. 
 
 
Swedish Museum of Natural History 
EORI No: 202100-1124  
VAT/Tax No: SE202100-1124 
 
 
Department of Botany:  
Read more at:  
https://www.nrm.se/samlingar/botaniska-samlingar---vaxter-och-svampar 
• The herbarium (herbarium acronym “S”) of the Department of Botany houses over 

4.4 million specimens of vascular plants, bryophytes, lichens, algae and fungi. 
• Digitized specimens can be browsed in the Herbarium Catalogue: 

https://herbarium.nrm.se/, which should be consulted before a request is made. 
• Researchers wishing to borrow specimens from the collections of the Department 

of Botany should arrange for their institution to send a formal loan request to 
herbarium@nrm.se.  

• Loans are only granted to institutions listed in Index Herbariorum 
(https://sweetgum.nybg.org/science/ih/), and are granted for a period of 12 
months, with a possibility of extension after a written request. Loans of type 
specimens or historical material are strongly restricted.  

 
Shipping address for return of loans: 
Herbarium  
Swedish Museum of Natural History  
Svante Arrhenius väg 3  
SE-114 18 Stockholm  
Sweden 
 
 
 

https://samlingar.nrm.se/
https://samlingar.nrm.se/
https://samlingar.nrm.se/
https://www.nrm.se/samlingar/botaniska-samlingar---vaxter-och-svampar
https://herbarium.nrm.se/
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2(3) 

 
Department of Environmental monitoring and research: 
Read more at: 
https://www.nrm.se/engelska/in-english/collections/the-environmental-specimen-
bank-esb  
• The Environmental Specimen Bank (ESB) houses tissue samples, predominantly 

frozen, from around 450,000 individuals of various species with focus on time 
trends from different habitats.  

• Questions concerning collections should be sent to miljoprovbanken@nrm.se.  
• Researchers wishing to apply for materials from the ESB should fill in the loan 

application form, available on https://www.nrm.se/engelska/in-
english/collections/the-environmental-specimen-bank-esb/loans-from-the-
environmental-specimen-bank  

• In addition to the general policy for scientific loans, additional terms and 
conditions apply to loans from the ESB, see https://www.nrm.se/engelska/in-
english/collections/the-environmental-specimen-bank-esb/loans-from-the-
environmental-specimen-bank  

 
Shipping address for return of loans: 
Swedish Museum of Natural History  
Attn: Miljöprovbanken, [Name of Contact/Curator] 
Frescativägen 48 
114 18 Stockholm 
Sweden 

 
 
Department of Geosciences 
Read more at: https://www.nrm.se/engelska/in-english/collections/geological-
collections---minerals 
• The department hosts collections of minerals, rocks, and meteorites that are the 

result of nearly 300 years of accession, and today they contain 170,000 registered 
samples. 

• Questions concerning the collections of the Department of Geosciences and loan 
inquiries should be sent to geosamlingar@nrm.se. 

 
Shipping address for return of loans: 
Swedish Museum of Natural History 
Department of Geosciences 
Attn: [Name of Contact/Curator], GEO 
Svante Arrhenius Väg 3 
SE-114 18 Stockholm 
Sweden 
 
 
Department of Palaeobiology:  
Read more at: 
https://www.nrm.se/engelska/in-english/collections/palaeontological-collections---
fossils. 
• The collections of the Department of Palaeobiology (PAL) house around 2 million 

fossil specimens. 
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https://www.nrm.se/engelska/in-english/collections/the-environmental-specimen-bank-esb/loans-from-the-environmental-specimen-bank
https://www.nrm.se/engelska/in-english/collections/the-environmental-specimen-bank-esb/loans-from-the-environmental-specimen-bank
https://www.nrm.se/engelska/in-english/collections/the-environmental-specimen-bank-esb/loans-from-the-environmental-specimen-bank
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• Loan, photo and information requests should be sent to palsamlingar@nrm.se. 
• Applications for loans from the collections are made via the dedicated PAL loan 

request form, provided by and submitted to palsamlingar@nrm.se. 
• In addition to the general policy for scientific loans, additional terms and 

conditions apply to loans from the PAL collections. 
• Physical loans of type specimens and specimens illustrated in scientific 

publications are not approved. To study these, researchers are encouraged to visit 
the Department of Palaeobiology in person, or to request a digital loan. 

• Loans from the fossil collections are normally granted for a period of two (2) years. 
• All specimens from the Department of Palaeobiology appearing in publications 

should be referred to using the acronym for the Swedish Museum of Natural 
History (NRM), the PAL-sub-collection acronym (PZ for Palaeozoology and PB for 
Palaeobotany), and the specimen’s Catalogue ID number. For example, the 
brachiopod Br345 should be referred to as “NRM-PZ Br345”.  

Shipping address for return of loans: 
Swedish Museum of Natural History 
Department of Palaeobiology 
Attn: [Name of Contact/Curator], PAL 
Svante Arrhenius Väg 3 
SE-114 18 Stockholm 
Sweden 
 
 
Department of Zoology:  
Read more at: https://www.nrm.se/engelska/in-english/collections/zoology-
collections---animals . 
 

• The zoological collections span around 5 million specimens.  
● Contact information to curatorial staff can be found on 

https://www.nrm.se/engelska/in-english/collections/zoology-collections---
animals/contact-loans-and-other-requests. 

● Loan, photo and information requests are made through the loan request 
form, available at  https://loan.nrm.se/. 

● Physical loans of type specimens are restricted and, if permitted, limited to 6 
months. 

 
Shipping address for return of loans: 
Swedish Museum of Natural History 
Attn: [Name of Contact/Curator], ZOO 
Svante Arrhenius Väg 3 
SE-114 18 Stockholm 
Sweden 
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