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Museum Specimen Loan Policy for 
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1. Introduction  

The collections of the Swedish Museum of Natural History are made available through 
loans to receiving institutions for study by researchers throughout the world. 

This Specimen Loan Policy outlines the terms and procedures regulating loans 
(temporary transfer of material with an obligation of return) for scientific purposes 
from the Swedish Museum of Natural History (Naturhistoriska riksmuseet, NRM, EORI 
No: 202100-1124) to a borrower at a scientific institution. 

By adhering to the terms and conditions outlined herein, borrowers contribute to the 
advancement of knowledge while respecting the integrity and scientific value of the 
collections of the Swedish Museum of Natural History. 
 

2. Eligibility 

2.1. Loans are available to scientific research institutions, universities, and other 
recognized organizations engaged in scientific research.  

2.2. Individual researchers or scientific staff (e.g., Collections Manager or Curator) at 
eligible institutions may request loans.  

2.3. Students and affiliated researchers may only receive loans through a qualified 
curator or researcher at their institution. 

2.4. Researchers lacking institutional affiliation may only receive loans through a 
qualified curator or researcher at a scientific institution, who will accept and fulfill the 
conditions set in the present document. 

2.5. Loans involving species listed in CITES Appendix I, II, or III must comply with 
current CITES legislation and EU regulation (Council Regulation (EC) No 338/97).  
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3. Loan request process 

3.1. Loan requests must be submitted using the loan request procedure and forms 
provided by the department managing the collection at the Swedish Museum of 
Natural History. The request should include: 

● Purpose of the loan 
● Brief description of the research project  
● Specific taxa/individual specimen(s) requested 
● Statement declaring if any destructive procedure is envisioned 
● Contact information of the receiving institution, the borrower, secondary 

borrower or the Primary Investigator (PI) 
● Acknowledgment of compliance with relevant legislation and necessary 

permits (see 4.7) and this policy 

3.2. All loan requests are subject to review by curatorial staff of the Swedish Museum 
of Natural History, who will assess scientific merit, feasibility, and compliance with 
applicable regulations. 

3.3. Loan requests should be directed to the relevant lending department (see 
Appendix 1). 
 

4. General terms and conditions 

4.1. Loans are granted for a specified duration, typically not exceeding 12 months 
(special rules may apply to type or historical material; see Appendix 1), with the 
possibility of extension upon written request. 

4.2. The receiving institution assumes full responsibility for the borrowed specimens, 
from receipt until successful return. Borrowed material must be kept within the 
facilities of the receiving institution. 

4.3. The borrower is responsible for ensuring that all collaborators involved in the 
research project are aware of the loan conditions, and that the specimens are used 
solely for the purposes outlined in the loan agreement.  

4.4. The borrower is responsible for the safe handling, storage, and return of borrowed 
specimens. Existing labels must not be replaced, displaced or discarded. Any damage or 
loss must be reported immediately to the lending department (see Appendix 1). 

4.5. Sampling of the borrowed material can only be performed after prior written 
approval from the lending department (see 5.1-3). For specific details related to 
departmental policies, see Appendix 1. 

4.6. Specimens (or parts, extract, or products thereof) borrowed from the Swedish 
Museum of Natural History must not be transferred to a third party without prior 
written approval from the lending department of the Swedish Museum of Natural 
History. Any transfer to a third party must be accompanied by clear documentation 
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detailing the terms of transfer and acknowledgment of the Swedish Museum of Natural 
History as the source of the specimens.  

4.7. The borrower must comply with all relevant legislation, including the Nagoya 
Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits 
Arising from Their Utilization, and the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). 

4.8. Commercial use of borrowed material is prohibited without written permission 
from the Swedish Museum of Natural History.  

4.9. No commercial licenses or patents may be sought based on material borrowed 
from the Swedish Museum of Natural History. 
 

5. Destructive sampling 
 
5.1 Destructive sampling (including invasive procedures or any alteration of specimens) 
is prohibited without prior written approval from the lending department. This 
includes, but is not restricted to, dissection, coating for SEM, preparation and 
sectioning for TEM, clear-and-staining, dyeing, removal of material for DNA or chemical 
analysis, remounting of fixed specimens, grinding and sectioning of fossil and 
geological material. Destructive sampling of types or historical material is strongly 
restricted. 

5.2. When destructive sampling is permitted, the borrower must adhere to instructions 
provided by the lending department. 

5.3. Each sampled specimen should be annotated according to instructions provided by 
the lending department. 
 

6. Return of material and handling of samples 

6.1. Loans must be securely packaged to prevent damage during transport and 
returned to the Swedish Museum of Natural History in accordance with Appendix 1. 
The borrower must comply with any special instructions issued by the lending 
department related to the packing and transportation of the borrowed material. 

6.2. All costs related to returning the material must be covered by the borrower’s 
institution.  

6.3. In instances where requests for destructive sampling are granted, it is imperative 
that all parts of the borrowed material, including prepared, sectioned, coated, or 
otherwise altered specimens, are returned to the Swedish Museum of Natural History, 
unless otherwise agreed. 

6.4. All detached material must be carefully arranged within suitable packaging, clearly 
marked with taxon name and the specimen unique identifier (e.g., catalogue ID). 
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6.5. Any unused material designated for destructive sampling must be returned 
together with the sampled specimen, unless otherwise agreed. 

6.6. Upon request, the borrower undertakes to return any DNA extract derived from 
specimens owned by the Swedish Museum of Natural History. 
 

7. Acknowledgment and reporting 

7.1. The borrower must acknowledge the Swedish Museum of Natural History in all 
publications resulting from the study of borrowed specimens and provide 
reprints/copies of any publication or report. For each borrowed specimen included in 
any subsequent publication, its unique identifier (e.g., catalogue ID) must be stated 
according to instructions from the lending department.  

7.2. Any genetic sequence information (e.g., DNA, RNA or peptide) generated by 
the borrower from the borrowed material must be made publicly available upon 
publication (via e.g., GenBank, ENA). The Swedish Museum of Natural History (NRM) 
and specimen unique identifiers must be referenced explicitly together with each 
sequence. 
 

8. Consequences of breach 

8.1. Borrowers breaching the terms of this policy may have their future borrowing 
privileges suspended, at the discretion of the Swedish Museum of Natural History. 

8.2. The Swedish Museum of Natural History reserves the right to act against 
individuals or institutions found to have breached the terms of this policy, including 
seeking compensation (of any type deemed appropriate, including monetary) for 
any loss or damage to loaned specimens. 

8.3. In cases involving serious breaches of regulations or laws, the Swedish Museum of 
Natural History may notify relevant authorities, including regulatory bodies or law 
enforcement agencies. 
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