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The Swedish Museum of Natura! History (http://www.nrm.se) is one of the leading 
institutions of its kind in Europe. It combines a venerable tradition and unique collections 
with cutting-edge research in geology, paleontology and biology. 

The Department of Bioinformatics and Genetics 
(http://www.nrm.se/en/forskningochsamlingar/bioinformatikochgenetik.9000580.html) is 
focused on research in computational phylogenetics, population genetics and genomics. 
We run a DNA sequencing facility and host several national and international 
infrastructures. 

The Department of Bioinformatics and Genetics is looking to fill a position as 

RESEARCHER IN COMPARATIVE INSECT MICROBIOMICS 

Tasks 

The successful candidate will be responsible for comparative research on the microbiomes of 
insects within the context of a five-year research project (https://kaw.wallenberg.org/alla
insekter-i-sverige-kartlaggs-med-den-senaste-dna-tekniken) in comparative insect biomics 
funded by the Knut and Alice Wallenberg Foundation. The overall aim of the project is to use 
metabarcoding of Malaise trap and soil samples to study the size, origins, structure and 
function of the insect biomes in Sweden and on Madagascar. The project is a collaboration 
between the Swedish Museum of Natura! History (Fredrik Ronquist), the Swedish University of 
Agricultural Sciences (Tomas Roslin), Stockholm University (Ayco Tack) and Scilifelab / KTH 
Royal lnstitute of Technology (Anders Andersson). The field campaign in Madagascar will be 
organized in collaboration with the Madagascar Biodiversity Center (Brian Fisher, California 
Academy of Sciences). 

The successful candidate will be expected to focus on research on insect microbiomes based 
on the material and data collected in the project. The candidate will be involved already in the 
planning phase of the project, and will be expected to help design the DNA extraction, 
sequencing, and bioinformatics pipelines together with the project leader and the Pls so that 
adequate data for insect microbiome research are generated. She or he will then be 
responsible for developing all aspects of the research based on the microbiome data, in 
collaboration with the rest of the project staff and with externa! scientific collaborators. 

Qualifications 

We expect the successful candidate to have a strong research background with a PhD 
degree and postdoc experience within comparative studies of insect microbiomes based 
on genetic and genomic data. Emphasis will be put on the scientific promise and future 
potential of the candidate within this subject area. 

Fluency in spaken and written English is essential. Given the size and complexity of the 
project, it is essential that the successful candidate is a good team player. 



Starting date. The starting date is October 1, 2018, and the position is for two years. 

For more information about the position, contact Professor Fredrik Ronquist, Head of 
the Department of Bioinformatics and Genetics (fredrik.ronquist@nrm.se; +46-8 519 
540 94). Trade union representatives are Emily Dock-Åkerman (emily.dock@nrm.se; 
+46-8 519 542 18) for SACO and Anna Sandberg (anna.sandberg@nrm.se; +46-
8 519 542 17) for ST.

The application should consist of a personal letter, a description of the candidate's previous 
and future research program (max 5 pages), and a CV. Mark your application with dnr 2.3.1-
128-2018 and send it to rekrytering@nrm.se no later than March 22, 2018.




